Iatrogenic left anterior descending artery stenosis in response to the nose cone of a directional atherectomy device: a different sort of restenosis.
Restenosis after percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty (PTCA) is well described and refers to the development of a significant narrowing at the site of the lesion treated. A case is reported of a female patient who underwent directional coronary atherectomy (DCA) and stent insertion at the origin of the left anterior descending artery. This was performed without complication. Repeat angiography was performed because of return of angina after ten weeks; it demonstrated a widely patent stent, but also a significant stenosis distal to the stent where the nose cone of the DCA device had been positioned. This stenosis was successfully stented. The patient remains well at follow-up.